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invention relates to a lower cost, more practical synthetic footwear composition. Synthetic footwear
has become quite popular due to its high degree of comfort and appearance as well as the reduced
weight it exhibits over a conventional leather shoe. There are currently several different synthetic

materials used in footwear, such as vinyl, polyurethane, and thermoplastic and urethane, or
elastomer, foams, and the like. One such synthetic material which is gaining popularity for its feel is

a foamed polyurethane material. The main drawback with such materials is that they cannot be
made in an injection molding process, thus necessitating an expensive extrusion process as the
primary manufacturing technique. Another type of foamed material which has gained significant

popularity is a light weight thermoplastic material, which has become especially popular for use in
racing shoe applications. This material is difficult to make due to the need to develop proper
injection molding techniques for these materials and further, the materials are usually more

expensive than the polyurethane materials discussed above. U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,775,184 and 3,868,098
are two examples of a thermoplastic polyurethane composite material which is quite desirable for its
comfort characteristics. However, these materials typically require expensive processing techniques
in their manufacture which make them impractical in low cost applications. U.S. Pat. No. 4,509,841
discloses a footwear construction in which a thermoplastic polyurethane is used to form the insole

portion of the shoe. It is well known that the soles of most shoe constructions have a non-slip
feature. The best known form of non-slip material is the use of a coating of a sticky substance such
as a tar like material which is applied to the tread portion of the outsole. In U.S. Pat. No. 4,503,002
an insole is formed by using a water insoluble hydrophilic coating applied to the insole from a water

based film forming agent. U.S. Pat. No. 3,418,494 discloses a non-slip material that comprises a
cross- 6d1f23a050
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