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This book comprises the complete collection of Rizal’s writings, published in the Philippine Daily
Globe from October 1987 to July 1990. A prologue preamble to the book, Ambeth Ocampos point of
view on Rizal’s writings is introduced. This preamble is critical about the shortcomings of Philippine

historians and cultural historians who do not read Rizal's writings properly and simply call them
"colonial writings" or "feudal interpretation of Rizal's works." Ocampo recognizes the

accomplishments of the past by Philippine scholars, and he also documents the failures, since, in the
end, he concludes that Rizal's influence is not only possible, but actual and necessary. [4] In my
reply to this question, I have simply stated that Rizal is a not a national hero nor a national hero

because we have lost much of what he stood for in the course of the last two decades. Rizal fought
for equal rights for Filipinos, including the civil rights of women, freedom of speech and the press,

workers rights, and opposition to dynastic rule, corporatism, and corruption. He also fought for
abolishment of Taft Law. He was a social revolutionary and fought for individual rights and freedom.
Rizal fought for the dignity of Filipino laborers. He fought for the dignity of Filipino peasants. In fact,
he was so dedicated to the cause of social justice that he was being singled out by contemporary

liberal reformists as his short stature and oiticchi-footedness proved difficult to his fellow activists as
an impediment in the fight for reform. [28]
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The Philippines is celebrating the 200th anniversary of Rizals birth, and brings with it the rising
generation of Filipinos aware of our countrys place in the world, and desiring to claim it as their own.

Yet, there is no mistaking the time when Jose Rizal was born in 1852 and lived before the dawn of
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the present day. This volume seeks to capture that immense period before the heroes commitment
to the struggle for Philippine independence, when he faced the rich contradictions of his identity. Set

during the deep yearning for freedom and independence, and the unfulfilled dreams of a people
facing the spectre of colonial domination, these poems are a must for any lover of Philippine history.

Never has there been a better time to delve into Rizals tumultuous life. Ambeth Ocampos newest
book, a collection of poetry, lampoons and historical narratives, are merging the novel and poetic
form to reveal the sometimes hidden dimensions of Rizals life, and provide a unique portrait of the
great Philippine hero. Ambeths poems reveal many of Rizals deeds from the age of 18, as a young

man growing up in the province of Batangas in the 1850s when he was moulded into a Filipinos
dream - the 19th century renaissance Filipino. Ambeths poems, written by a consummate scholar of
Philippine history, will also present readers with an entirely new portrait of Rizal. It is no coincidence
that he lived a century ago, for out of the rich tapestry of his life, comes a new, insightful insight into
the Philippines as we know it today. Not only is Rizal Without The Overcoat the best value of Rizals

works available, it also delivers more bang for the buck. The poems are vivid and addictive, while the
prose is stimulating and revelatory. It captures the essence of a man who was Rizal, never losing

sight of the revolution that shaped him, his aspirations for the Philippines and his longing for a united
and independent Filipina nation. 5ec8ef588b
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