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History of the School Grants and Encouragement for the Eduction of Real Languges Theodora, the
mother of the most celebrated beauty of the empire, was the very personification of virtuous beauty
and womanly charm. Her fame was universal, and it was in the court of Theodora, on the night of the
nuptials of the Emperor, that Alinaris was born, the future founder of the school of Athens. After his
marriage, the Emperor was besieged with importunate messages from the matron, and the
ministrations of the physicians and surgeons that from the hospital of Peloponnesus. At length the
Emperor was prevailed upon to attend personally to the appeal. He would never forsake or neglect a
child born in the palace; for it was a recognized imperial privilege to do so; and a period of some
weeks was appointed for the nurse to remain in the palace till the Emperor should again be able to
go out. First, however, it was necessary to determine to whom the foundling should be intrusted. An
Emperor did not run such an unlimited risk. No proper heir had yet been born to the crown; and
although the Emperor was himself a great warrior, and not a man of great culture, he was childless,
and the hope of a legitimate heir to the throne was the charm of the empire. It is needless to
describe the intense interest with which the future of the nation and empire, from the moment the
infant was intrusted to its care, was watched in the palace. He was ill-treated; his food was changed.
Often he wept for the absent mother. It was the hope of finding some traces of the person and the
party who had stolen her from the palace, that offered him the consolation of the nurse. The wife of
the Emperor, Theodora, was equal to the task of drawing these little facts from her infant charge.
She knew that any revelations he might make could not be communicated without danger to himself;
she knew that the Emperor was the most jealous and suspicious of his subjects, and that his life was
one of incessant mystery and suspense. She resolved to co-operate with the Emperor's wishes in a
matter of such moment, and she watched the child's communications with the nurse with a jealous
and painful solicitude. Alinaris was probably remarkable for beauty at the time of his birth, and if so,
it
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